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the deliberate obstruction of the latter, is well
known to any one who has tried to clear goods
from a station. There are large openings for
corruption : it is easy to holdup goods in a case
where time means money, and a coin meant for
municipal revenues passes into the pocket of
the moharrir. The refund system, designed
though it is to free from the burden of a .tax
re-exported goods, in reality falls short of its
object. The ordinarily busy trader or manu-
facturer has not sufficient time to spend on
the formalities necessary for obtaining refund,
and sells his rights at a discount to the dalal or
speculative broker. Where, as in the case of
Wazirabad, there is a minimum refund, many
hundreds of rupees are lost on small parcels.
Sialkot has given an example of departure feom
stereotyped practice in the case of Uberoi,
Limited. No octroi is paid by this firm, but sale
and cash books are open to municipal inspection,
and the firm pays a lump sum periodically for
goods sold within the octroi limits of Sialkot.
Such a system might be applied .to many firms
of proved respectability. Indications are not
however wanting that some of the more progres-
sive elements of the Punjab are showing a pre-
ference for the idea of the " terminal tax ", which
has already been introduced in one municipality,
or even lor a house-tax.